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Bibliometric Analysis of Think Tanks Research in China
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Abstract: [Purpose/significance] This paper aims to provide a theoretical basis and reference for
building a new think tank with Chinese characteristics. With an insight into the research of think tanks in
recent years in China, this paper summarizes the major research findings of think tanks by domestic scholars
and analyzes the main features of think tanks research in China. [Method/process] This paper employs the
bibliometric analysis method, excel, and citespacelll to analyze the features of domestic think tanks research,
namely, the growth in the number, journal, institute, author, high cited literature and research content.
[Result/conclusion] Firstly, the think tanks research in China has been very promising with more attention
paid to the problem of domestic think tanks research. Secondly, there seems to be a lack of professional
journals in which think tanks research can be published. Thirdly, the research institutes of think tanks are
mainly based in colleges and Academy of Social Sciences systems. Last but not least, domestic scholars
seem to pay more attention to American think tanks, university think tanks and the construction of think
tanks.
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